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the labour spent in irrigation is equally distributed
between the owners according to the size of the land
in the plot. Most important of all, the level of the
plot is maintained evenly in order that there should
be a fair distribution of water. This is another cause
of dispute, because, as I witnessed on several occasions,
each fanner tries to lower his own part in order to
receive a favourable reserve of water.
The natural products of water—consisting of fish,
shrimps, and weeds which are used for fertilizing the
farm—are the common property of the village. This
means that the inhabitants of the village have equal
rights to these products, and that people from other
villages are excluded. To illustrate the implication
the following case can be cited.
The fishing right in a lake west of the village, was in
1925 leased by the village head, Chou, to people who
came from Hunan Province. This was because at
that time the village needed money to repair the rails
on the stream for self-defence. When the contract
was made, Chou announced to the villagers that hence-
forth no one would go to fish in the lake. The villagers
kept this agreement. When I was in the village, there
was a dispute. The Hunanese arrested a boat engaged
in shrimp trapping and took the fishermen to the
police office in the town, accusing them of theft. Chou
protested that it was not the lake that had been leased
to the Hunanese but the fishing rights which did not
include the right of shrimp trapping. Eventually the
arrested persons were released.
The villagers also prevent outsiders from gathering
weeds in the streams.
The right of collecting natural products in the water
surrounding and inside the village is shared by the

